
Ellenvale Junior High 

School Advisory Council 

Agenda - November 29, 2021 
 

 

Call to order at 4:07 

 

Attendance: 

Scott Wadden 

Heather McKay 

Denise Chiasson 

Jacquelynn Welsh 

Kelly Ing 

Therese Boudreau-MacKinnon 

Michelle Doolan 

Onin Casey-Tanner 

Olivia Grimard 

 

There were some technical issues so Kelly Ing joined via phone through Denise Chiasson and 

Charmaine Willis was not able to join the meeting. Information will be shared with her by Mr. 

Wadden at school tomorrow. 

 

1. Approval of previous minutes - Heather McKay and Denise Chiasson 

 

2. Principal’s Report - Respectfully submitted - Please see below 

*** add copy of the report from gnspes email 

 

3. Student Success Plan - Literacy, Math and Student Well-Being 

HRCE has mandated that gr 8 math will be a focus this year. Administration is working 

with the gr 8 math team during PLC time and it was determined that the focus would be 

on conferencing - helping students demonstrate and talk about math understanding. At 

the beginning of the year it was determined that 27 students were struggling. As of last 

PLC 21 students were struggling. The goal is to have all students successful by the end 

of the year. One of the strategies is to connect with Caledonia Junior High through 

professional learning communities. Caledonia also has the goal of conferencing with 

students. We will continue to update as the year goes on. 

 

 

4. SAC Allocated Money - $5416.00 

We need to spend this money before the end of the fiscal year (March 31) It was 

suggested that we need more Chromebooks and that would be a good use of the 

money. Our goal as a school is to have every student with their own chrome book. We 

are over 100 short. Administration is working with our technology support to determine 



how many working chrome books we have after many were sent home to students for 

online learning during Covid. Teachers are using technology often and we need them 

using HRCE technology that is secure rather than personal devices (phones). As of right 

now we also have about 30 chrome books with no chargers. Mr. Wadden will check on 

this with technology support. Last year there were about 35-40 new chrome books 

purchased for the school and the school was given for online learning. 

Denise Chiasson asked a question - Do most schools have a chrome book for each 

student? Administration stated that it is the goal for school but most do not at this time. It 

is also difficult to purchase chrome books because most schools are looking to purchase 

them. Onin Casey-Tanner also asked a question - What about other technologies in the 

school? Ipads, spheros, etc. can’t we add these into learning? Jacquelynn Welsh said 

that the Apple Store would put on some sphero sessions and the kids love them. They 

are fun to use. Some teachers use Ipads but they don’t have all the options chrome 

books do. Spheros will be suggested to teachers to add to the integrated learning time. 

Some teachers are familiar with them (Ms. Coles and Ms. Doucette have both used 

them in the past in math class). HRCE will also be providing some chrome books to the 

school but they will not fix old damaged ones. It was decided that we will purchase about 

$4000 worth of chrome books. Mr. Wadden will put the order in after the meeting. 

 

After the discussion on chrome books it was also suggested that we hold about $1000 of 

that money for incidentals. Olivia Grimard suggested that maybe the extra money be 

used to help support some of our families over Christmas time. Mr. Wadden was not 

sure if we could allocate this money for that purpose but he will find out.  

 

Any money not spent by March 31 will not be carried over and we will lose it. Kelly Ing 

mentioned that in the past some SAC funds were used to support the year end events. 

We can do that if we have a solid and confirmed plan and can pre-pay. Mr. Wadden 

asked that everyone think about what to do with the extra money and bring suggestions 

for the next meeting. 

 

5. Responses and/or questions from Principal’s Report 

- Michelle Doolan added that on Dec 2 HRCE Assistive Technology will be in to 

work with about 60 of our students to train them on google read and write. This 

will include students from all grade levels and varying needs. 

- Mr. Wadden added that there was a lot of positive feedback from the Breakfast of 

Excellence but there were some families who felt that we were not recognizing 

enough students. We will be doing this every month and so by the end of the 

year we are hoping to have a number of students recognized for doing good and 

being positive. 

- Breakfast Program Grants- We received $5000 from HRCE, $5000 from 

President's Choice and other money from other grants so we can feed our 

students. We do not want any student to go without. We will be making grab and 

go bags for students who do not have lunch. 



- CBC Canadian Music Class Contest - About 40 students went with Mr. Pettipas 

and our student had so much fun and learned so much. Hopefully we will get the 

results soon. Information will be shared in our school newsletter. 

- Fundraising - Brookhouse Elementary just finished up a raffle draw fundraiser. 

We want to do fundraising but need to determine what we are raising money for. 

We will discuss more at a later date. 

- GSA group is starting up with some teacher leaders. Students have been asking 

for this and we are grateful that some teachers have taken this on.  

-  

Meeting adjourned at 4:39 

 

 


