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SAC Minutes 
Prepared by: Denise Chiasson 

 

Date:  October 26, 2020 

Time:  5:30 pm - 7:05 pm 

Location: Google Meets 

 

In Attendance: 

Jeff Lewis 

Heather McKay 

Kelly Ing 

Denise Chiasson 

Aileen Whitehead 

Julia Cottingham 

Therese Boudreau 

Michelle Doolan 

Cindy O’Handley 

Robert Leek 

Keith Dodge 

Melanie Ellis 

Leann Walling  

Jade Rudic 

Jaquie Welsh 

Vishal Bhardwaj 

Karley Grimard 

Olivia Grimard 

Lily Balcom 

Hannah Welsh 

Josh Dhillon

 

Discussion Item Action Item Status 
(open/closed) 

Mr. Lewis welcomed everyone and introduced new 

parents and student members.  He also advised us that 

Amber Drew, has been assigned to Ellenvale as our 

Mi’kmaq Indigenous Student Support Worker and she 

will now be onsite Tuesday of week one and Thursday 

and Friday of week two.   

  

It was decided that minute taking responsibilities would 

be shared amongst the group. 

 Closed 

A discussion was held over an open item from the 

September 28th meeting regarding conjestion at the 

doors in the morning.   Teachers and students reps 

reported that the issue isn't as significant as it was in 

September.  Michelle and Julia noted that the lines are 

moving much quicker now.   

Mr. Lewis will confirm with 

Ms. McKay that the issue is 

resolved. 

Open 

It was also noted by Michelle Doolan and Therese 

Boudreau that some students aren't following the social 

distancing rules and some are not wearing their masks 

on the school grounds especially when they are just 

about to come inside the building.   

A reminder to be sent out 

from Mr. Lewis about 

mandatory mask wearing and 

social distancing rules.  

Open 

Motion 

The minutes from the previous meeting approved by 

Kelly and seconded by Denise. 

Motion passed Closed 
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Bell Schedule - Recommendations must be made to 

HRCE by December 2020 in order to be implemented 

for the 2021/2022 school year.  There was considerable 

discussion around shortening the lunch hour from one 

hour to 45 minutes. Heather MacKay mentioned that 

there have been several incidents of students not 

respecting property in the surrounding neighborhood as 

well as students littering. She mentioned that shortening 

the lunch hour could help mitigate this problem.  Cheryl 

Crocker, Kelly Ing and all student representatives, 

discussed reasons why the lunch hour shouldn't be 

shortened.  Mental health breaks, a break from wearing 

masks, a chance to socialize and to exercise were seen 

as reasons to keep it to an hour. Cheryl also mentioned 

the need for “freedom to roam” as being integral to 

youth development and wellbeing. Karly Grimard 

pointed out that if the lunch hours were to be shortened 

too much, clubs would be impacted. 

 

Melanie Ellis brought up the potential of staggering bells 

in order to avoid door congestion at lunchtime but it was 

agreed that this could be too confusing to students and 

difficult to manage . 

 

Robert Leek expressed concerns over students not  

returning to class after lunch or returning late from the 

longer lunch.  

 

The general consensus for changing the length of  the 

lunch break is that there’s a need to balance overall 

student wellbeing with ensuring students are conducting 

themselves respectfully and safely.   

Mr. Lewis and Mrs. McKay 

will meet and make their 

recommendations to SAC. It's 

expected that the final 

decision regarding the bell 

will be made at the November 

SAC meeting. 

Open 

Motion 

Acceptance of the agenda for tonight’s meeting 

motioned by Vishal seconded my Kelly 

Motion passed Closed 
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Gift Cards - Prior to the Covid 19 school shut down in 

March, Julia collected gift cards for raffle baskets to 

coincide with our  Bingo Fundraiser.  The committee 

discussed possible options for dispersing  gift cards and 

it was agreed that they would be shared equally 

between three areas; student recognition/SOAR, the 

breakfast program and helping  families at 

Christmastime.  This prompted a further discussion 

about the possibility of holding a food drive at school. 

 

 

Heather  to check into how 

we could collect items for a 

food drive while keeping 

within the pandemic 

regulations.  

 

Denise can help as required 

as well as EPG   

Open 

Virtual Concerts - Denise met with Mr. Fraser prior to 

the SAC meeting and it was decided that a grade level 

concert will be held on Jan.28, 2020 during the day, in 

the gym.  All social distancing will be followed and the 

student seat placement will be marked out. The concert 

will be recorded and made available to the school 

community. The details of who to record the concert as 

well as looking into software editing programs to be 

worked out.  

 

 

Denise to determine if all 

band members have their 

media release forms signed. 

 

Heather will look into 

available tools and Vishal 

mentioned that Rasik could 

be available to assist with 

recording. 

Open 

Clubs, Committees, Special Interest Groups - 

Currently the only club running is the Robotics Club.  

The cohort of 10 members meets on Thursdays during 

the lunch hour and after school and is run by a parent 

volunteer.  

 

Mr. Lewis and Mr. Regan are currently looking into 

running the Duke of Edinburgh program.  Meetings 

could be held in the gym in order to ensure social 

distancing with an emphasis on leveraging  from the 

2019/2020 online program. 

 Open 

Teacher Recognition   - A discussion was held around 

ways to say thank you to the teachers. This included 

possibly going to each classroom with coffee and a treat 

and/or making treats available at lunchtime in the staff 

room. 

Mr. Lewis, Ms. McKay, Kelly, 

Aileen and Denise will meet 

to discuss further and make 

recommendations. 

Open 

Teacher Needs/Support - Discussion was held around 

how SAC could better support the teachers. Therese 

Mr. Lewis to remind staff that 

there’s a supply in the office. 

Open 
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mentioned that supplies of classroom cleaning wipes 

are low.   

Fundraising - The Rafflebox online fundraiser is going 

very well. The proceeds are planned to be put towards 

the purchase of new Chromebooks.  Other fundraising 

options such as partnering with restaurants and/or 

Veseys Seeds were brought up.  

 

 

EPG to meet and make 

recommendation 

Open 

Lunch Monitors - Currently there is adequate coverage 

but it would be ideal to have 2 or 3 additional for more 

volunteers for the inclement weather days.   

Aileen to follow up via EPG. 

 

Open 

Breakfast Program - The breakfast cart at the 

entrances as children are entering the building is going 

very well. Granola bars and apples are being quickly 

consumed. Costco is currently where we’re getting 

supplies but Heather brought up that it might be more 

cost effective to go to a local supplier for apples, ie. 

Dave’s  

 

Heather also brought the fact that apples should be 

washed prior to giving them out to get rid of the 

waxiness.   

Heather to follow up. Open 

Masks - With Julia giving out 10-12 per day, supplies 

can be depleted quickly. Parents have donated masks 

and HRCE sends some but there’s a need to purchase 

at the school level as well as request donations.  

Aileen to send out a request 

via EPG 

Open 

Yearbook - Gayle MacLean will help with development 

of the yearbook again this year in any way needed.  

Mr. Lewis to meet with Ms. 

Sparks to establish a division 

of responsibilities 

Open 

Flu Vaccinations -  Public Health has no plans to 

administer flu vaccines within the school system this 

year.  

 Closed 

Student and Staff Unmasked Project -   The majority 

of student and staff photos have been taken.  Another 

day will be scheduled to take  the specialist pictures  so 

that they are included in the project. The next steps will 

Mr. Lewis, Ms. McKay, Kelly, 

Aileen and Denise will meet 

to discuss further and make 

recommendations. 

Open 
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be to agree upon the format of Ellenvale staff member 

collage  

Year End Recognition - Mr. Lewis mentioned that it's 

not too early to start thinking about year end recognition 

and grade nine promotion, presuming that we’ll have to 

work within pandemic restrictions.   

 

Mr. Lewis recently delivered the year end medals and 

awards to grade 10 students at Dartmouth High and 

Prince Andrew High.  

EPG/SAC to review Open 

Liaison Officer - We’ve identified a need to bring in 

Amy Edwards, our community policing  liaison officer to 

talk to the students about some of the harder issues 

such as luring, human trafficking, drug use and internet 

safety.  

Mr. Lewis is following up with 

Amy to schedule a date for a 

presentation/talk 

Open 

Next meeting planned for Monday, November 30th @ 

5:30pm Meeting adjourned 7:05pm 

 Closed 

 


